
Current Focus: Intellectual Property (IP)

QIAP aims to be a catalyst for peaceful change in the
international IP policy-making process.

Developing countries face intense pressure from
wealthier nations to extend IP protection. Yet, IP 
systems may not be appropriate for the economic
and social situation of these countries. 

Also, new IP rules grant monopoly privilege over 
life forms such as microorganisms, seeds and plants.
These rules impact food security, seed saving and
access to genetic resources, biodiversity and the 
use of traditional knowledge.

Imbalances between the negotiating parties and
unjust negotiating processes are sowing the seeds 
of inequitable outcomes and future conflict. QIAP,
together with the Quaker United Nations Office
(QUNO) in Geneva, works to ensure that a wider
range of voices is heard in making these critical 
decisions. Through creating a more just process, 
we are working towards a more just future. 

Quote from CCIC

How We Work: People to People Diplomacy

“I pin my hopes to quiet processes and small circles, 
in which vital and transforming events take place…”
Rufus Jones, 1937

QIAP uses a facilitative, non-partisan methodology
that brings information and various perspectives to
decision-makers, along with opportunities for informal
and off-the-record dialogue where exploratory 
conversations on difficult issues can happen on 
an equal footing.

This approach provides space for sharing information,
discovering mutual interests, finding common ground
or creative solutions and can transform conflict into
productive, equitable collaboration.

Quote from government official 
(Environment Canada)

QIAP works with:

• Other Quaker agencies
• Government officials and diplomats
• Intergovernmental officials (e.g. UN)
• Non-governmental and faith-based organizations
• Marginalized groups directly affected by an issue 

or conflict (e.g. Indigenous Peoples)
• Academics and experts

Quaker International Affairs Programme
97 Powell Avenue, Ottawa, 
Ontario Canada K1S 2A2

Telephone: 613.231.7311
Fax: 416.231.7290

website: http://www.qiap.ca
email: qiap@quaker.ca

YES, I support the
Quaker International Affairs Programme:

The important work of QIAP is made possible with
the support of donors such as yourself.

Name: ________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

_____________________________________________

All donations are tax deductible. Receipts 
will be issued for all donations greater than $10.

Option 1: Cheque or Money Order 

Please make cheques out to Canadian Friends Service
Committee (CFSC) noting QIAP as your designa-
tion at the bottom:

I/We would like to contribute to CFSC the following
amount to be used towards the Quaker International
Affairs Programme:

❑ $500 ❑ $250 ❑ $100 ❑ $50 ❑ $35 ❑ Other $ 

Option 2: Sustaining Donor

I/We hereby authorize the Canadian Friends Service
Committee to debit my/our account in the amount of:

$ on the first day of every month
beginning (month) 20 for the

Quaker International Affairs Programme.

________________________ __________________

Signature My Account Number

Please enclose an unsigned, voided cheque

QIAP is a project of the Canadian Friends Service
Committee and donations can be sent directly to: 
CFSC, 60 Lowther Street, Toronto, ON M5R 1C7  
Tel: 416.920.5213

Design by newburyng     www.newburyng.com
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QIAP Annual Report 
and Appeal 2005



Working in Canada

Canada is a key developed country player at the 
World Trade Organization (WTO). As such, changes 
in Intellectual Property (IP) policy here may have an
important impact globally. QIAP works to broaden the
perspective of IP policy-makers in Canada. This year, the
Quaker International Affairs Programme (QIAP) 
was the lead agency in coordinating a visit to Ottawa
by the UK Commissioners on Intellectual Property
Rights to share the findings and recommendations of
their report (www.iprcommission.org). A developing
country expert and the Chief Executive of the UK
Patent Office were also part of the visit, which included:

• a formal public seminar
• an off-the-record dialogue with Canadian 

policy-makers
• a meeting with civil society organizations

“In this era of global interdependence, QIAP tries to 
foster processes that will lead to a right sharing of
worlds resources while honouring the integrity of
Creation. We believe that each participant in our meet-
ings can be guided by a spirit of concern that reaches
beyond the individual to a vision of greater justice.”
Carol Dixon, Clerk, QIAP Committee 

Engaging the Public

There is a need for greater public involvement in 
policy making on the privileges society grants to patent
holders. Attention from the media and public health
advocates has already had an impact in important
fields such as access to medicines. To raise public
awareness, QIAP sponsored and organized a two-
week, cross-country speaking tour by QUNO consultant
Geoff Tansey in June and July. Geoff Tansey spoke
about Patents, Rule Making and the Implications for
Food Security, Health and Development at events
across Canada.

“The immediate impact of intellectual property protection
is to benefit financially those who have knowledge and
inventive power, and to increase the cost of access to
those without.”
Report of the UK Commission on Intellectual Property Rights, p.7

Informing discussion

The Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property (TRIPS) sets high minimum IP 
protection standards for all members of the World
Trade Organization. The current trend to further 
stiffen IP protection is referred to as TRIPS-plus.
Implementing these tougher IP standards in regional
and bilateral trade negotiations undermines work
being done in the multilateral arena to ensure 
developing countries’ rights. Our most recent issue
paper, “Bilateral Agreements and a TRIPS-plus world:
The Chile-USA Free Trade Agreement”, helps negotia-
tors understand this trend and its implications for
their own development goals. This and other papers
we have produced can be downloaded from
www.qiap.ca/pages/publications.html

Facilitating Dialogue

QIAP strives to support the capacity of developing
country governments to negotiate on intellectual
property issues. Toward this end, QIAP coordinated 
a two day seminar on TRIPS-plus in Free Trade
Agreements (FTAs): What can be learned from 
previous FTA negotiations and what can be done 
in current and future negotiations? This workshop
involved developing country negotiators from Africa,
Latin America and South East Asia. This was the first
time IP negotiators from different regions had been
brought together in this manner. 

Looking Ahead

During our first three years, QIAP has been working
on the TRIPS-plus phenomenon and its impact on
developing countries. In the coming year, QIAP 
will focus specifically on the patenting of genetic
resources and the affect this has on food security 
and biodiversity. We hope to initiate discussion 
and inform debate in this area leading up to the 
6th Ministerial meeting of the WTO in Hong Kong 
in December 2005.

Financial Report

QIAP is funded by Canadian Quakers, groups and 
individuals, and by grants from foundations and 
governments for specific projects. QIAP is under the 
care of the Canadian Friends Service Committee (CFSC).

QIAP has one full time staff person. Our committee
members, and other Friends, contribute many hours 
of volunteer work that are not reflected in the finan-
cial statement. To fulfill our work plan for 2005-2006,
QIAP must raise $46,000 in undesignated donations.
To give, please see back page.

We are deeply grateful to the many individual donors and

Friends’ Meetings who make our work possible through 

in-kind and financial donations. We also thank the following

organizations for their support: 

Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA),

Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and 

Peace (CCODP), International Development Research Centre

(IDRC), Peace Research Institute-Dundas, U.K. Department

For International Development, Quaker United Nations

Office (QUNO) Geneva, Canadian Council for International 

Co-operation.

Individual Donors
Monthly Meetings
Government Sources
Other Grants
Grant Admin
QIAP accumulated surplus

Personnel (includes benefits 
and part-time help)
Projects
Office Admin.
Grant Admin.
CFSC

Revenue

Expenditures

PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS 2004–2005 
The Quaker International Affairs Programme (QIAP) is currently working on concerns about Intellectual Property (IP). 

Here is an overview of our work of the past year.
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